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Overview of the project 

The pilot project aims to address tensions identified with the ‘migrant school 

crisis’ as it is portrayed in the media and the experiences of staff working 

within education. Preliminary findings show that the media framing of the 

issue, which is often negative, is  contradicted by the experiences of those who 

work within education. 

Disclaimer: “Migrant School Crisis“ is used in this study, but is a term that we 

aim to problematise, rather than accept at face value. 

. 



Defining ‘migrant’
➔ Definitions have their own consequences

➔ Varied interpretations and fluid generalisations in public domain

➔ International and internal migration

➔ Impact on policy and analysis

➔ Conflicting definitions

➔ Different datasets- country of birth, nationality..

➔ Migration often conflated with ethnic and religious minorities and asylum seekers

➔ Context is important

➔ Media discourse is even more confusing

➔ English as second language

➔ "any person who lives temporarily or permanently in a country where he or she was not born, and has 

acquired some significant social ties to this country. (UNESCO)



Relevance



Social Market Foundation’s (SMF) Commission on Inequality in 
Education
PUBLISHED

January 12, 2016

Ethnic minority children face specific 
challenges, including racial and ethnic 
marginalisation, huge concentrations of 
minority ethnic groups in deprived 
areas, language and cultural barriers, 
poverty, and a lack of general social 
capital. In spite of this, some groups of 
ethnic minority children appear to be 
performing much better than white 
students.

A compendium of evidence on ethnic minority resilience to the effects of deprivation on 
attainment Research report June 2015





Methodology 

Nine interviews were conducted with classroom teachers, head teachers, local 

authority staff, school governors and community activists.

Framing Analysis of 8 newspapers: Sun, Mirror, Daily Mail, Express, Guardian, 

Telegraph, Times and Leicester Mercury. 



Framing Analysis 

● Lexis Nexis 

● 2009- 2019 

● A mixture of tabloid and broadsheet and newspapers from across the political spectrum 

● Readership figures from highest to lowest

● Local newspaper for local context 

● 10 articles for each, a total of 80 articles  

● Search terms included: immigrant school, migrant school crisis, migrant school, immigration 

school, education immigration, migration school and mother tongue.



Preliminary results from the framing 
analysis 

● As expected, right wing/ anti- immigration newspapers more likely to 

frame the issue as negative 

● Focus on immigration as issue, especially in relation to pressure on 

schools, not on lack of funding 

● Alongside this, fear of the ‘overachieving immigrant’ 



Scarce resources

Schools all full; 570,000 EU kids in UK 

classes by 2030 Brexit says influx will cost 

Brits £29bn’.  The Sun June 22 2016 

‘38,000 migrant children starting school 

this year’  The Sun September 15 2015

● Focus throughout on limited 

resources/ capacity as justification 

for anti-immigrant sentiment 

● Wider context of austerity not really 

alluded to

● Often a reference to campaigning 

groups / think tanks etc. to 

legitimise (Migration Watch, 

Balanced Migration, Taxpayers 

Alliance) 

● Very little conversation with school 

staff. 



Birth Rates  

rising birthrate’  

‘Immigrant Influx will put strain on 

schools’ Daily Mail, December 16th 

2013

‘IMMIGRANT BABY BOOM COSTS 

GBP 1BN; Taxpayers face soaring bill 

for new school places’ Daily Express 

September 7th 2009 

● Immigrant population growth 

framed as as a problem 

● Links to nationalist ideology (idea 

that a child born in Britain is not 

“British” if they have immigrant 

parents) 

● Can be understood within the 

context of the hostile environment 

(Yuval- Davis et al, 2017). 

● Othering language 



Gap in achievement 

EU KIDS BEAT UK; Schools with 

migrant pupils trounce white British’  

The Sun  June 2 2016

‘Schools 'lifted by migrants'’ The Sun 

March 19 2017 

● Language of competition 

● Use of ‘white British’ racialises 

immigration 

● Is sometimes used as a way to 

criticise working class students 

and class becomes racialised. 



Interview findings 

● Rejection of the idea of a “crisis” almost completely 

● Diversity as strength, not just in terms of nationality and ethnicity 

● Little engagement with the media, and general distrust of the media, 

especially in schools that are within immigrant communities 

● Specific context of Leicester mentioned 



Ideas that need to be developed 

● How nationalism is reinforced? 

● Political context- austerity 

● How is this anti-immigration sentiment linked to ideas of white 

supremacy/ white ‘Britishness’ 

● Any comments/ ideas on this would be much appreciated!


